TOWN OF HUNTS POINT
WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF HUNTS POINT,
WASHINGTON, REPEALING AND REENACTING HUNTS
POINT MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 8.25 (TREE CODE);
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, after substantial public input and review by the Parks Commission, the Town
desires to amend its tree code to reflect the community’s input;

NOW. THEREFORE, THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF HUNTS POINT
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Repealer. Hunts Point Municipal Code Chapter 8.25 is hereby repealed in its
entirety.

Section 2. HPMC Chapter 8.25 (Tree Code) Re-Enacted. Hunts Point Municipal Code
Chapter 8.25 (Tree Code) is hereby re-enacted to read as follows:

Hunts Point Municipal Code (HPMC) Chapter 8.25
TREE CODE

Sections:

8.25.010 Short title.

8.25.020 Definitions.

8.25.030 Town Arborist.

8.25.040 Purpose and Intent.

8.25.050 Tree Removal Permit — Required.
8.25.060 Tree Removal Permit — Application.
8.25.070 Tree Removal Permit — Issuance.
8.25.080 Emergency Tree Removal.

8.25.090 Mitigation.

8.25.100 Mitigation Tree Species Recommendations.
8.25.110 Appeals.

8.25.120 Violation — Penalty.

8.25.130 Violation — Nuisance.

8.25.140 Construction Site Tree Protection.




8.25.010 Short Title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the ‘“Tree Code” of the Town of Hunts Point.
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measured six inches above the ground for stems less than or equal to four inches and at 12 inches
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) “Crown raising” means the removal of the lower branches of a tree in order to provide a

\{Formatted: Font: 12 pt

height of up to eight feet for pedestrian clearance, up to 16 feet for vehicular clearance, or such
other increased height as deemed appropriate for an allowed use on the lot upon which the tree is
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situated which will not adversely affect the health of the tree, All pruning should comply with

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A300 standards,
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“Deciduous tree” means any tree or other plant that loses its leaves sometime during the year / Formatted (i)
and stays generally leafless during the cold season
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) “Evergreen tree” means any tree that stays green all year, has needles or scales for leaves,
and produces seeds in protective cones. This-deseribes-all-protected-trees-and-appropriate

) “Hazardous tree” means any evergreen tree receiving an 11 or 12 rating under the

Pacific Northwest chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture Tree Risk Assessor rating Formatted
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method set forth in “HazardeusTree-Analysisfor Urban-Areas:” “Tree Risk Assessment in
Urban Areas and the Urban/Rural Interface,” which is hereby adopted by reference as Exhibit A,

or any tree receiving a 9 or 10 rating under this method at the discretion of the town.
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canopy. Trees that are part of a grove shall also be considered significant if they meet these

criteria.
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e American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASCA) Registered Consulting Arborist;

®  Washington State Registered Landscape Architect; or

e International Society of Arborists (ISA) Certified Arborist with an Associate Degree

and/or a minimum of 2 years of college-level credit and/or 120 Continuing Education
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“Snag” refers to a standing, partly or completely dead tree, often missing a top or most of the 7{ Formatted
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These regulations are adopted for the following purposes, which shall serve as standards

for significant tree protection, the issuance of tree removal permits under HPMC 8.25.070, and
the issuance of site development permits under HPMC 15.45.070:

(1) To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Hunts Point in a
manner consistent with the purposes addressed in the town’s comprehensive plan;

(2) To preserve and enhance the town’s physical and aesthetic character by preventing

indiscriminate removal or destruction of evergreen trees on developed and undeveloped
property;

(3) To preserve and enhance the dominance of the following characteristics historically present
in the community: _ { Formatted: Font: 12 pt
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(c) The presence of spacious areas of natural trees indigenous to forested lands of western
Washington and historically present in the town;

(4) To encourage the retention of large trees for the abatement of noise, and for wind
protection;

(5) To promote building and site development practices consistent with the town’s natural
topography and historically dominant vegetation features;

(6) To minimize surface and ground water runoff and diversion, to retain undisturbed native soil

for absorbing, filtering, and reducing runoff and water pollution to prevent erosion of the soil - {Formatted: Font: 12 pt

siltation and water pollution in Lake Washington, and to minimize the need for additional storm
drainage facilities;

(7) To preserve the existing and unique advantages of the town environment for quiet, secluded,
and peaceful residential living;

(8) To retain trees and ground cover for the purpose of reducing air pollution, and providing __ { Formatted: Font: 12 pt

wildlife habitat; and

(9) To implement the goals and objectives of the Washington State Environmental Policy Act
and the State Shoreline Management Act;

(10) To promote and ensure careful construction methods, techniques, and procedures
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(12) To provide procedures to implement the Town's current and future tree management plans, | Formatted: Highight
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No person, corporation or other entity shall remove or destroy, or cause to be removed or
destroyed, a significant tree without first having obtained a tree removal permit from the town.

A permit shall not be required for pruning that complies with American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) A300 standards. i isi inpine: A permit
shall not be required for the removal of trees less than 6 inches DSH that are part of a groves
contiguous canopy given that their removal does not damage the health of the grove.

8.25.060 Tree removal permit — Application. - {Formatted: Font: 12 pt




(1) An application for a tree removal permit shall be submitted on a form provided by the town
and shall be accompanied by all of the following documents and information as are determined
to be necessary by the town:

(a) Name, address, and telephone number of applicant and owner of property;
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(2) The town shall complete its review and make its decision within a reasonable amount of time
after a complete application is submitted.
(3) Any permit granted for the removal of a significant tree shall expire six months from the date
of issuance. Upon a showing of good cause, a permit may be extended for six months.
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(1) A tree removal permit will be issued when it is determined by the town that such tree removal
will be consistent with the purposes stated in HPMC 8.25.040 and also that it is reasonably
necessary for one or more of the following reasons:
(a) The tree is dead;
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(c) New construction or additions to existing structures which cannot be reasonably
located without such tree removal, and which otherwise comply with zoning and building
code requirements; for purposes of this section, ‘“‘new construction or additions to existing

structures” includes pools, sport courts, and similar recreational facilities;

(d) A driveway of customary and reasonable width serving an existing or permitted new
garage cannot be reasonably located without such tree removal;

(e) The avoidance of a substantial risk of damage to an existing residential structure,
garage or electrical, telephone or other utility line; provided, no permit shall be issued if

said risk may reasonably be avoided by pruning, trimming or any other operation without
the complete removal of tree or the creation of a snag;
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(f) The installation and maintenance of fire hydrants or water meters or other permanent
street fixtures by the town or its contractors cannot be reasonably accomplished without
such tree removal.

(2) If the applicant asserts that the tree removal is necessary solely to assure that the property

enjoys reasonable amounts of light and view, the tree removal permit application shallbe _ - { Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Not Italic
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An annual site inspection by the Town Arborist or, an annual report by a qualified professional, - ‘{Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Underline, Not
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(1) A violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be a civil 1nfract10n and any person

corporation or other entity found guilty thereof shall
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for each and every act in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. It shall furthermore be
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The value of the removed trees shall be determined by the town arborist following the
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methodology published in the then-current edition of the “Guide for Plant Appraisal,” published
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(2) In addition to the penalty mentioned in subsection (1) of this section, trees that were

unlawfully removed or damaged shall be replaced in accordance with Sections 8.25.090 and
8.25.100.
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3. A two to four inch deep layer of arborist woodchip mulch shall be placed over the soil in the \‘ \\{Formatted: Bullets and Numbering ]
RPZ. Hog fuel is acceptable. Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Underline J
4. No debris or construction materials may be stored, nor grade changes occur, within this [:W':‘I?a::ed: Font: Not Italic, Underline, Not }
. . . . | |
protected area. No parking, dumping, or burning is allowed. i g9
] ) o ) \\‘\{ Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Underline ]
5. Work required for removal of unwanted vegetation within the RPZ areas will be hand work Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Underline, Not
only, NO HEAVY EQUIPMENT. | Highlight
6._When removing trees outside of the RPZ determined to be unacceptable for retention, use \{ Formatted: Fon: Not It Underine |
methods such as directional felling to avoid damage to trees and other valuable {:‘I":‘l?a::e* Font: Not Italic, Underline, Not }
vegetation that is being retained. Small trees and other native vegetation in these areas ElLE
Formatted: Font: 12 pt, Underline, Not
should be carefully preserved. Highlight
7. Where utility trenches are required in the rights-of-way, side property setbacks, and
RPZs: it is required to tunnel under or around roots by drilling, auger boring, pipe jacking
or hand digging.
8. Tree stumps that are within a RPZ or immediately adjacent to the RPZ of a preserved tree
or other vegetation shall be removed by grinding.
9. Where it has been determined that roots of a preserved tree may be encountered during
excavation or grading, a Certified Arborist shall be on site to supervise any root pruning
and to assess the potential impact of such pruning. Any root greater than 1.5 diameter
that is encountered shall be carefully cut with a sharp tool. Roots cut shall be
immediately covered with soil or mulch and kept moist.
10. Where access for machinery or any vehicle is required within the RPZ of any preserved tree, - ‘{Fgrn}atted: Font: Not Italic, Underline, Not
the soil should be protected from compaction. Acceptable methods include 18 of wood Highlight
chips or hog fuel, plywood, or steel sheets. The Town Arborist should be contacted a
minimum of 48 hours before entering into the RPZ.
11. Tree protection fencing shall not be moved without authorization from the site supervisor.

All fencing is to be left in place until the completion of the project.

-10-



12. Landscaping specified within the RPZ areas shall be designed to limit disturbance of surface
soils and preserved vegetation. No root pruning is permitted. New plants added in these
areas should be of the smallest size possible to minimize disturbance.

13. Any trees adjacent to high traffic areas or building envelopes shall be pruned by an
International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist using ANSI A300 American

Standards for Pruning to remove dead wood, provide clearance, and cabling or bracing.

14. Supplemental irrigation for all protected trees is required during the summer months or

prolonged periods of dry weather as determined by a qualified professional.

prepared by an outside consulting arborist. Exceptions will be granted by the town only if an

appropriate alternative plan for significant tree protection is proposed which will result in the
protection of all significant trees.
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- {Formatted: Font: Bold

Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional or ~ ~ { Formatted: Font: Bold, No underline

otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this Ordinance be pre-empted by state or
federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions of this Ordinance or its application to other persons or circumstances.

the Town, and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication. | == { Formatted: No underline

ADOPTED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF ON
| THE DAY OF , 200020029.

TOWN OF HUNTS POINT

Mayor Fred McConkey

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:




Jack McKenzie, Town Administrator

Approved as to form:

Michael R—¥KenyonMargaret J. King, Assistant Town Attorney

Filed with the Town Clerk:
Passed by the Town Council:
Date of Publication:

| Effective Date:
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